PICNIC   PARTY

horn of the bull, while the elbow was placed on the
hump. Both the serpent and the bull Nundi marked
out the god Shiva. From the left breast of this curious
figure being that of a female, and from its being single,
the idea has arisen that the intention was to represent an
Amazon. But this is clearly a mistake. And indeed
the same distinction of the sexes observed between the
appearance of the right and left sides of the principal
figure extend to all the others in this very curious
compartment of the cave; those attendants on the right
hand of Ardnari belonging to Shiva, those on the left to
his wife Parvati. Long before I could get half through
this catalogue of attributes of the celebrated double-
sexed Hindoo deity, the lamp began once more to burn
blue, the figures on the wall faded gradually away from
my sight, and, in spite of every effort to continue the
observations, I dropped again on my pillow fast asleep.
During the whole of our stay at Elepnanta, I was never
afterwards troubled with such visions, for the labours
and amusements, to say nothing of the festivities of our
glorious and patent picnic, disposed all the party to
good sound sleep.

At first we set rather confusedly to work, without
much discipline in our examination of the cave; but
as the task was extensive, and we had undertaken to
do it properly, some systematic arrangement became
absolutely necessary. Mr. William Erskine1 hadagreed,
with the assistance of his friends, to draw up the
account of the cave, and we placed ourselves under
his orders as the captain, or chief. The description
which was produced by this united service, is by far

1 ["I had a. long and interesting conversation with Mr. Erskine, a
gentleman distinguished for his talents and oriental learning. He has
Studied the Hindoo Mythology at its source, in the sacred knguage,
and has sent home, for publication in the firSl volume of the Researches
of the Bombay Literary Society, an account of the Cave of Elephanta."

Fitzclarence, Journal of a Route Across India, 1819, p. 331.]
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